
Canadians for Ethical Treatment of Food Animals is 
Canada’s only investigation based farm animal 
advocacy organization.  Farm animals desperately 
need us - Help Us Help Them. www.cetfa.org

To learn how to become a Volunteer Inspector go to:
www.cetfa.org

Livestock auctions are not required to provide food or 
water, even though animals may go from auction to 
auction or even be transported into the U.S.  The CFIA’s 
own records indicate that spent dairy cows can spend up 
to 3 weeks in transit before reaching the slaughterhouse.

Young “beef” cattle are forcibly weaned from their 
mothers & brought to auction to be bought by feedlot 
operators across Canada and the U.S.  The calves are in 
such distress, pacing & crying for their mothers, that 
they lose up to 10% of their body weight. At auctions that 
cater to U.S. feedlot buyers, the calves will also be 
de-horned and branded.  Branding involves burning or 
freezing the calves’ skin - no anaesthetics or analgesics 
are provided.

Conditions are even worse for breeding & production 
animals, such as mother pigs, boars & dairy cows as 
these animals frequently suffer from crippling arthritis, 
developed from years of intensive confinement in 
gestation crates & tie stalls. The reduced mobility of these 
animals puts them at risk for painful electric shocks, 
beatings or whippings in a cruel effort to make them 
move faster.  While these animals should be euthanised 
on-farm & not put through the pain of auction, pig & dairy 
producers make respectively 25% & 10-15% of their 
income off the animals’ broken bodies.

CETFA is fighting for...
Ÿ Provision of food, water & bedding for animals.
Ÿ Pre-conditioned calf sales where calves are 

weaned through a less-distressing process.
Ÿ A ban on branding and de-horning.
Ÿ A ban on electric prods.
Ÿ The immediate humane euthanasia of non-

ambulatory animals, with a monetary penalty 
issued to producers who bring in these suffering 
animals.

Be informed!  Know where your meat, dairy & eggs come 
from. Ask questions!  Support local, smaller farms!

Write to your Local Member of Parliament  Change 
happens when people get involved.  Write a letter to your 
local Member of Parliament telling him/her your concerns for 
farm animal welfare - demand better for our Canadian farm 
animals!

Become a Volunteer Inspector  CETFA has limited 
manpower but there are countless farm animals in need.  We 
rely on volunteers to be our eyes, ears & hands at livestock 
auctions across Canada.  Volunteer Inspectors provide 
much-needed water, kindness & advocacy for suffering farm 
animals.

To learn how to become a Volunteer Inspector visit:
www.cetfa.org

Educate Others  Too few Canadians are aware of the cruelty
inflicted on farm animals before they arrive as food on our
dinner plates. Here are some ways to help change this:

Ÿ Post photos & videos from our investigations on your
social networking sites.

Ÿ Set up an information table or display at local public 
venues & events using our Food Facts sheets & photos.

Ÿ Write letters to the editor & comment on online articles.
Ÿ Start & promote an online petition on a CETFA issue.
Ÿ Volunteer at your local farm sanctuary.

Join our FREE on-line community at www.cetfa.org
Receive the latest news, calls for action and stay on top of 

the issues affecting farm animals in Canada.



Handling by slaughterhouse workers ranges from 
mindless to overtly cruel.  Ineffective methods that 
frequently fail to stun animals (& are banned in more 
progressive countries), are routinely used in Canada.  For 
example, poultry in Canada are stunned with an electrified 
stun-bath.  Birds are suspended upside down by their feet, 
fully conscious, & dragged through a saline bath with an 
electric current running through it. Good meat quality is 
only ensured when the voltage is low - too low to ensure a 
proper stunning.  An estimated 6 million birds are 
thrown live & conscious into the scald bath each year 
in Canada.

The government body charged with protecting animals 
during slaughter, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA), has been shown to repeatedly fail.  A CBC National 
exposé obtained documentation that showed senior CFIA 
officials ordering veterinarians & inspectors to break their 
own rules & not be present on the kill floor.  In one 
documented incident, a CFIA veterinarian was physically 
blocked from entering the kill floor by workers. 

CETFA is fighting for...
Ÿ The development of an arms-length inspection 

agency to replace the grossly ineffective CFIA.
Ÿ Effective stunning methods which ensure animals 

are unconscious with no chance of revival.
Ÿ An immediate ban on the use of electrified stun 

baths, electric prods, whips & canes.
Ÿ The installation of monitored cameras.

Help us fight for them.  Visit www.cetfa.org

Every day...  millions of animals are forced to exist in 
dark, filthy sheds, confined to barren concrete pens, wire 
cages, metal crates or atop caustic litter that burns their 
feet. Their world is one of unending pain and deprivation.

Many undergo painful, unnecessary mutilations such as 
branding, castration, de-horning, & de-beaking, a  
procedure akin to limb amputation, without anaesthetic or 
analgesics.

Few euthanasia programs exist, leaving sick, diseased or 
injured animals to slowly die of starvation.  The euthanasia 
programs in effect are cruel & frequently ineffective.

PAC’ing (Pounding Against Concrete), for example, is 
used on newborn piglets but often the piglets don’t die, 
and are thrown into bins still-struggling & suffering.

These cruel standards of care exist because they are 
economically beneficial for industrial meat, egg & dairy 
producers who fulfill the demand for cheap food.

CETFA is fighting for...
Ÿ A ban on confinement systems such as gestation 

crates for sows, battery cages for hens & crates 
for veal calves.

Ÿ A ban on cruel & unnecessary animal mutilations.
Ÿ The development of clear, on-farm regulations 

enforced by unannounced, routine third-party 
inspections.

Help us fight for them.  Visit www.cetfa.org

Canadian legislation allows...  pigs, chickens, horses & 
other monogastric animals to be transported for up to 36 
hours with no food, water or rest.  Cattle, sheep, goats & 
other ruminants may be transported up to 52 hours without 
food, water or rest.

Transportation regulations allow the use of electric prods, 
stating only that they must not be applied to the face or 
genitals. Untrained livestock drivers routinely rely on the 
electric prods & regularly apply them to the faces & genitals 
of animals. Such violations go unpunished.

“Humane” transport legislation also allows ill, injured & 
pregnant animals to be transported if the ride is not 
expected to cause “undue suffering”.  Our inspectors 
routinely document badly injured animals on transport.

97% or 631 million of Canada’s 650 million animals on the 
road are chickens & turkeys.  According to humane transport 
regulations, all poultry transport is conducted illegally as the 
design of the crates does not allow the birds to stand in their 
natural position.  The crates & trailers are also routinely 
overcrowded - by as many as 4,000 birds!

CETFA is fighting for...
Ÿ A decrease in the maximum length of animal 

transport.
Ÿ Mandatory on-board watering systems & forced 

ventilation systems in trailers.
Ÿ Mandatory driver training.
Ÿ A ban on the use of electric prods.
Ÿ An effective, dissuasive & proportionate sanctioning 

system with real inspections on the roads, at 
borders & at slaughterhouses.


